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INTRODUCTION

gdqQer—3r gfa quiq

This is a paper Ms. belonging to the office of the J. S. S.S. Sholapur. It
contains 58 folios written on both the sides. It measures 30.5% 11.5 Cms. It contains
the text of Dharm Pareeksha, written in Nagari characters with marginal notes
giving the meanings of words and written in two different handwritings. It is
written in black ink and the handwriting is uniform. Uniformaly it uses IgER &
qfenrats.  In between the lines there are written referencial marks written in the
margin. In words with T as the first member the other consonant is double. The
numbers and colophons are covered with the red chalk. Each page contains 14
lines and each line about 50 letters.

The copyist who has written the marginal synonyms often records alter-
native readings with the remark ‘at 4:’. The Ms. is very carefully written and on
- the whole well preserved. The paper is getting brittle and ink-eaten in the written
portion. On folio No. 12 in two places because the ink is percolated the space is
left blank. There are four margin lines in black ink. In a decorative square there
is a blank space left in the middle on each page.

This Ms. shows very often independent readings. e. g, in chapter 16 & 17
certain significant changes have been made in this Ms. The original readings for
F3awa etc. have been pasted over it by a slip and sife® etc. are written. The second
handwriting is different and generally the marginal note gives the alternative
readings. This means someone carefully tries to improve the original readings. The
Ms. opens by the symbol of Bhale ngoll & ns€n Then comes the opening verse. At
the end after the colophon of the 20th chapter we have 1 &Ra% i st ( 6 times ) FRI=R-
Then ( in a different handwriting ) feafid 1 & | SIS FER K1 g7 GIq 40 av
wu gt (2 AW FEE s AT (¥1) W gH @@ | sEiREEdaed | sfgsEd | ey |
HASTHRRN | HFEFIAQAAYL | T 2 @aFaRaT | @eaz WzRa ANRATARRIT 1 @z w21
ANFFFERRTT | @aZ 7ERE HARFSTURAT | TAE ERE NSFNHRAT | TCAE HELF IR
femfid@n

Then in a different hand : ¥. s@FNFLRET 17 | ANFEEA N
In a different hand : gaff@<: g 0

In a different hand :

Sl AT F TUM & gEE 9K

In a different hand :

gl » rmaraeasamafanisd g@d 1

In a different hand:

. 9T |

Thus this Ms. is written in A. D, 1543,
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quqdeT—a Sfq quiq

This is a paper Ms, belonging to the J. S. S. Sangha, Sholapur. It has got
91 folios. Folios 1 & 91 are written on one side only. It is written in Nagari
Characters. It measures 28X 12 cms. Usually the Anuswar is used but there are no
Padimatras. Words like ##, & etc. are written in this manner. Each page has 10
lines and each line about 40 letters. Though written in black ink the broad marginal
lines, the central spoat in blank space, the marginal spot, the numbers of verses and
the colophon are in red ink. In a few first pages the ink is rubbed.

It opens with the symbol of Bhale ugol followed by it n: f@@¥a: 1 Then the
text sAA etc. After the colophon of the 20th chapter there is the Prashasti-—fagra-
aEfafs’ ete. in 20 verses. Then ‘sfd ada{lat garar || S@R-GFA: g )

qAqA-% 9fq goiq

This is a paper Ms. belonging to the B. O. R. I. No. 1091 of 1891-95. It
measures 20.5 X 14.5 cms. It contains 111 folios written on both the sides excepting
the first which is written one side only. Itis written in Nagari in big letters. The
style of writing shows a slight change after the 40th folio. Each page has 10 lines
and each line about 30 letters. It writes %A, 9, fA@™ etc.; but there are no
Padimatras. The fore marginal lines are thin in black ink. The numbers and
colophons are covered with red chalk, There are some marginal notes here and there.
Their number is larger at the beginning and they are almost absent after page
No. 81.

The Ms. opens with Bhale followed by &t @t gt and then sfimie_etc. At
the end after the colophon of the chapter 20th there is the maféq in 20 verses. At its
close geafanfazar aAqAAT GATE: U\ gH wTF N S 0 1 g wIG 0 0

Then in a different hand :

g§1q ttow 3y I wifus g ¥ gFaER 1 aRafa awd o qpEy davad SRR
Ay N@TRTEEhTY W, o eefERaene W ot guEsiTea W sifSusRRaraes .
MuarEzarafey §. M2 TaEray aeeaeray Alams |t Aqe agal 9Rd qdn gt
T, 8. WAd . &1 g wEad 2. 8. Gk & et @t & 6. | ses & oan sdam Siwend
£ u. aifi & g acgeh &) W, | Wt &L . Sgw Wewml frefEi an s ad 8 . e

T gfq quiq

This is a paper Ms, belonging to the B. O, R, I. Poona, No. 1076 of 1884-87
New No. 24. It measures 32x14.5 cms. It has got 79 folios written on both the
sides excepting the first which is written one side only. Each page contains 11 lines
on the first page & 12 lines on other pages. The edges of the folios are broken here
and there and some times mended. It is written in Nagari Characters in black ink.
Throughout the $igeaR is written and 9%, &4 are written thus. The writing spars
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at the beginning but latter it is closer. The white paste is used here and there to
remove the first ink. The marginal lines are in black ink, and the red chalk is used
for the nun:bers etc.

It cpens ‘ysit @n: fag¥a: 1° & ends after the 20th verse of the wafid@ thus : £
gHaQEEl s aqfagarl | eRtElE: 0 aR3T: nN AEE geEw FeAr) wgs fefrd w0 Al
PEAGE a1 AF QT AT U HIG 28Ry a7 SO AR 23 AR 1 1dgTaReaTy raedatsg 5auy i
ity et e qul game 0 fofid saifsm@an gfcatet o dadear :3x2 1 0

In « different hand :

MY7HT | ISERT GEIANIG | sNFIRIAEAY | Wz sheamillamaas W g
daraeaz a: foasizRanaag W amgRRawates deamd sqdEgiaratcey # o Rawatey
# FARRRRAFTATA | GBS (OSSN af. Vgr a7 IFl Mawe q4l: 97 g1, afm aral IR
qa: g . StegT wiat sha a4t gF P A & ga at. s W@ swwwx B gF ef. @ Wl
AR QAT #EY |1, Aleq e FHICIAT A0 a1 NQ-U30es §Rd g gd 99g 1l

g sfq ( gfxa ufq ) avi=

This stands for the printed edition brought out by (=& THAAMS, *aHaAET
‘AIdFEe’ .

It is published by it sma<ash, sf@s. It gives Hindi translation on above
& Sanskrit text.

' Here is a &34t in Hindi in which the author’s uafer in 20 verses is fully
quoted and translated into Hindi. The copy used by us lost some pages of y&ET.
This is published in 1901. In the introduction the metrical Hindi translation of
Pandit aatixzra aafast of 9 g=T81S & W@ prose rendering of 4. K. N. Joshi are
mentioned. It seems some subsequent editions of this work are published from
Bombay & Calcutta in 1908 & 1922, An edition in Marathi translation is published
in 1931.

The present edition is a little smaller in breadth than the demy size. The
copy used by us the s&E«1 has got only 4 pages ( some pages lost ) and the text and
translation has got 297 pages.

Tle text edited here is based on the above material, The presentation of it,
is standardized according to well recognized conventions. As a rule the editor has
not gone “eyond the readings available in the Mss. The Ms. A shows here & there
striking peculiarities not confirmed by others. They are not accepted though this
Ms. is th: oldest and the best. For the reason that such striking readings are
intentional, made by some copiest here and there. There are two panels of foot-
notes. In the first column the meanings of words are given. Such meanings are
collected {rom Ms. 3 & Ms. . Ms. 3 gives more and they generally covered all those
found in &. If % shows any additional meanings they also recorded. Because 3 is
most exhaustive 37 is not noted there but &% is noted additional.

In the second panel all readings are noted from above the sources obvious
scribble errors are ignored; but all the readings are noted,

[?]
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DHARAMAPARIKSHA®* OF AMITAGATI

In the collection of Manuscripts of the Digambara sect of Jainas, we have
a copy of a work of Amitagati not known before, the Dharmapariksha, as well as one
of his Subhasitaratnasamdoha. The date of this last is known to be 1050 of the
Vikrama era, while that of the new work is given at the end to be 1070, correspon-
ding to 1014 A. D. .

In this work, Amitagati represents a demi-god (Vidyadhara) of the name of
Manovega, son of a prince of demi-gods of the name of Ajatasatru, to be a devout
follower of the Jaina faith. He had a friend of the name of Pavanavega, who, howe-
ever, was nota Jaina. Manovega ardently desired that his friend should be of the
same faith with himself; and while moving in his aerial car and thinking in what way
he should be converted, his car stumbled when he reached Ujjayini. Then getting
down near the great garden of the city, he found a famous Jaina saint of the name
of Jinamati discoursing on religion. At the end of the discourse, which is given at
some length, the Vidyadhara asked the saint whether his friend would ever become
a believer, and was told that he would, if Manovega went to Puspapura with him,
showed him the contradictions and discrepancies in the doctrines of other sects
by conversing with the followers of these, and instructed him by arguments and
illustrations.

Manovega accordingly went with his friend to Puspapura. The method he
follows is, on each occasion, toassume a different form, to go to the place in that
form, beat a drum, and sit on what is called the ‘golden’ seat. People of all sorts
gather round him, he shows them something Which is out of the ordinary conurse of
things, or tells a story with many inconsistencies and improbabilities, and when they
raise questions he asks them whether, in their own religious works and beliefs, there
are not things equally out of the way and equally inconsistent and improbable.
After they admit that there are, he turns to his friend and calls his attention to
these faults in the ordinary religious works of the Brahmans, and thus endeavours
gradually to convert him to his faith.

Thus, at the first visit to Puspapura, the two friends appear as youn;; men
~ adorned with golden ornaments and gems, and still bearing heaps of hay and faggots
of firewood to sell. The people asked them the reason of this incongruity, whereupon
Manovega, after telling them a good many stories of unthinking persons who do not
consider a thing properly or impartially, to induce them to give a calm consideration
to his observations, asks them in return how it was that the Great Visnu—the
Creator, Protector, ana Destroyer of the world, by whose mercy men attain to
eternal bliss, and who pervades everything, and is eternal and purs, became a
cowherd in Nanda’s Gokula, and looked after the cows and played with the cowherds;
how it was that he went to Duryodhana as a messenger at the bidding of the son of
Pandu like an ordinary foot-soldier; how it was that on the battlefield he became

1. R, G, Bhandarkar Report on Seareh for Sambat 1884-87 Concealed words of Shri R, G,
Bhandarkar, Vol, 11, Phone 1928, PP, 308, Cs,
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Partha’s charioteer and drove his chariot; how it was that he became a dwarf and,
like a begger, begged of Bali in humiliating germs a piece of land; and how it was
that the All-knowing, the All-pervading, the Unchangeable Protector of the world,
was oppressed in every way by the fire of separation from Sita like a mortal lover.
“If Visnu does things like this, no mortal can be blamed for doing them; if a mother-
in-law is ill-conducted, the daughter-in-law cannot be reproached foracting likewise.
When the whole world is in the inside of him, how can Sita be taken away from
him ? Nothing existing in space can be taken out of space. If the god is all-perva-
ding, how can he be separated from his beloved ? If he is eternal, how can he be
afflicted with separation ? How can the Lord of the world do the behests of others ?
Kings do not do the work of their servants. How can the All-knowing ask others
( what hc does not know ); how can the Ruler ( of all ) beg; how can the Wakeful
sleep, or the Unsensual be a lover ? How can He, like an ordinary miserable being
become a fish, a tortoise, a boar, a man-lion, a dwarf and three Ramas successively 2"

After having argued thus with the Brahmans he went to the garden and
spoke to his friend in the same strain : “Friend, I will tell you another thing. There
are six periods mentioned in the Bharata in order, having each its peculiarity like
the seasons. In the fourth period there were sixty-three eminent men : the twelve
Supreme Sovereigns, the twenty-four Arhantas ( Jinas ), and nine Ramas, nine
Kesavas, and the nine enemies of these nine. All of them have passed away; there
isno substance existing that is not destroyed by death ( time ). The last of the
Visnus ( Kesavas ) was the son of Vasudeva; and his Brahman devotees call him the
Pure, the Supreme Being. ( They say ) ‘He who meditates on the god Visnu, who is
all-pervading, a whole without parts, indestructible and unchangeable, and who
frees a man from old age and death, is free from misery’. He is traditionally known
to have ten ( forms ) :-A fish, a tortoise, a boar, a man-lion, Vamana, Rama, Rama
and Rama, Buddha, and Kalkin. Having spoken of him as a whole without parts,
they represent him to have ten different forms though there is inconsistency”.

It will be seen that the idea of the ten incarnations of Visnu had become
quite an article of ordinary belief by the year 1070 of the Vikrama era or 1014 A.D.,
and Buddha had been received into the popular Brahmanic pantheon. In the first
of the two verses quoted in the notes, the two last incarnations have been omitted,
probably because the object was to represent the birth of Visnu in previous ages of
the world; while the ninth belongs to the present and the tenth to a future age,

Cn another occasion Manovega transforms himself into a Pulinda and his
friend into a cat without ears, and offers the cat for sale, saying that the smell of
the cat drove mice away for ten or twelve Yojanas on all sides. In the story he
told of the cat the Brahmanas discovered an incongruity : and Manovega, on his
part, tells the following story as occurring in one of the Puranas of the Brahmans
containing like incongruities.

There was a recluse of the name of Mandapa Kausika. On one occasion he
sat down to dinner along with other recluses. Seeing him sitting in their company,
the recluses rose up, afraid to touch him as if he were a Gandala. Mandapa Kausika
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asked them why they rose up, as they should at the sight of a dog. They told him
that he had become a recluse immediately after he had been a Brahmacarin, and
without going through the intermediate order by marrying a wife and seeing the
face of a son. A man without a son does not go to Heaven; nor are religious 1aorti-
fications successful if gone through by one in that condition, He then went away
and asked men of his caste to give him a girl in marriage, but as he had becorie an
old man, nobody - would give his daughter to him. Thereupon he went back to the
recluses and told them of this, when they advised him to marry a widow and assume
the life of a householder. By doing so no sin was incurred by either party, as stated
in the scriptures of the recluses ( Tapasagame ). For, they said :

“In these five distressful conditions, viz., when the husband has renosinced
the world, is an eunuch, is not found, has fallen away from caste, or is dead, another
husband is allowed to women.”

The text on this subject occurring in the Smrtis of Parasara and Nczrada,
and also in that of Manu, according toa statement of Madhava contained in his
commentary on Parasara, though not found there now, is :

The difference between the two texts is little; the words are merely transpo:ed in
the first line, and we have for . This transposition, however, zllows
of the proper locative of being used without the violation of the metre.

In connection with another story of a remarriage, the Brahmaas of
Kusumapura are represented to have said to Manovega, who had on that occasion
appeared there in the form of an ascetic, ‘“‘Even if a woman is married once, when
through ill-luck the husband dies, it is fit that she should go through the ceremony
( of marriage ) again, provided there has been no cohabitation. When the husband
has gone away from home, a good wife should wait for eight years if she has
already borne a child, and for four if she has not. If husbands in five such condi-
tions are taken when there is reason, the women do not incur sin. Thisis what
Vyasa and others say.”

) From all this, it follows that widow-marriage was not a thing unhearc of in
1014 A.D., and that the principal Smrti texts were very well-known at the time and
quoted in support of it,

The story goes on. Mandapa Kausika married a widow as directed 1'y the
recluses; and they lived together as husband and wife. A girl was born to ther), and
she grew to be a woman of uncommon beauty. Her name was Chaya. Subsequently,
Mandapa Kausika conceived the idea of going with his wife on a pilgrimage to holy
places; but as Chaya, on account of her tender age, could not be taken along with
them, he was for a long time considering who would be the proper person to whose
care he should commit her. Brahman, Visnu, and Siva would not do, on account of
their various misdeeds in matters of women, which are here narrated in detail and
with zest; and the only person fit to take care of the girl was Yama, the God of
Death, The father committed the girl to his care and went away with his wife.
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Yama, however, enamoured of her beauty, used her as his wife, but; in order that
she might not be seen and taken away from him, he concealed her in his stomach.

After some time, Vayu, the God of Wind, remarked to his friend Agni, the
God of Fire, that Yama was the happiest of the gods, living as he did in the
company of a woman of incomparable beauty. Agni asked how he could have access
to her; but Vayu replied that Yama concealed her in his stomach and it was not
possible even to see her. Still, he said, when Yama went to perform ablutions and
the sin-wiping ceremony ( Aghamarsana ) he disgorged her, and then only she was
to be found alone. Agni took advantage of that opportunity and appeared before
her on one occasion. He could win her easily and spent some time in amorous
intercourse with her.. When it was time for Yama to come back, Chaya told Agni to
disappear, as he would destroy both of them if seen together. But Agni refused to go,
whereupon she swallowed him and kept him concealed in her stomach.

Agni having thus disappeared from the world, the usual course of sacrifices
and of cooking was interrupted, and gods and men were greatly troubled. Thereupon
Indra told Vayu to find out Agni. Vayu searched for him everywhere, but did not
find him. He informed Indra of this, but said that there was one place which had
not searched and where he was likely to be found. Thereupon he invited all the gods
to a feast, He gave one seat and oue offering to each of the gods, but provided
Yama with three. Yama asked why he gave him three. If he was thinking of his
beloved who was concealed within him, he should give two; but why three ? Vayu
promised to explain the reason, and told him to disgorge Chaya. This Yama did;
and when Chaya appeared, Vayu told her to disgorge Agni. She did let out Agni
accordingly and everybody was surprised. ‘

Here we have one of the many stories about the disappearance of Agni.
In this way the Vidyadhara goes on transforming himself into a different
person on each occasion, discoursing with the Brahmans and afterwards pointing out
" the absurdities of the Brahmanic sacred books to his friend. The following are some
of the observations he addresses to the latter. ¢ All people divide property between
themselves everywhere; but the division of a woman ( among several men) is
censured even by the censurable. The Vyasa who was the son of Yojanagandha was
a different man from him who was the son of Satyavati, a happy princess. Parasara
the king was a different man from Parasara the ascetic; people confound them,
being deluded by the identity of name. Duryodhana and others were the sons of
Gandhari, and Dhrtarastra; the five Pandavas are well-known in the world as the
sons of Kunti and Madri. All the sons of Gandhari, together with Karna, allied
themselves with Jarasamdha and the Pandavas with Kesava. The powerful
Vasudeva, having killed Jarasamdha in battle, became the ( one ) lord of the earth
on the whole surface of the earth. The sons of Kunti having practised religious
austerities went to the place of Siva or a holy place; the two sons of Madri being
desirous of salvation attained to accomplishment in all respects. Duryodhana and
the rest having resorted to the teaching of the Jina reached the abode of the gods
in accordance with their respective deeds. Thisis old history, but itis old ina
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different manner by Vyasa; how can men whose minds are warped by a false faith
speak the truth ¢

' Again, Manovega said to his friend, “You have heard the Sastra oi our
opponents which is full of incredible things. He who follows their precepts or the
directions laid down by them does not obtain the desired fruit. Does anybody ever
obtain oil by wringing sand ? It is not possible for monkeys to kill Rakshasas; what
a difference between gods possessed of the eight great virtues and unintelligent brute
creatures | How can huge mountains be lifted up by monkeys, and how can they
stand ( float ) on the sea the waters of which are deep ? If Ravana became incapable
of being killed by the gods through a boon ( of Siva ), how could a god becom:ng a
man kill him ? It will not do even to say that gods became monkeys and killed the
Raksashas; you do not get what you want even thus. How can the All-knowing
Samkara grant such a boon—a boon which was the source of irremediable harm to
the world, even to the gods ¢ When one thinks over the Puranas of the oppon:nts,
one finds no worth in them; can anybody find butter by churning water ¢ These
( beings ) Sugriva and others were not monkeys; and Ravana and others were not
Raksashas, O friend, such a people imagine. All these were men, pure, righteous, and
spirited, following the religion of Jina. They were called monkeys because their
banner had a monkey on it, and the Rakshasas who were acquainted with a great
many powerful arts, were so because they had a Rakshasa on their banner. One who
desires salvation should have his eyes clear and believe these beings to be as they
were described by Gautama, the lord of the Jinas, to Srenika.” ,

Again; “Thus were great and righteous men of olden times described
differently from what they were by Vyasa and others, whose minds were darkened
by a false faith and who were not afraid of being precipitated into the great Hollow.
The deluded Vyasa spoke a falsehood when he said that Duryodhana, the bee on
the lotuses in the shape of the feet of the Jina, who was in his last bodily form,
died, being killed by Bhima. Kumbhakarna, Indrajit and others whose hearts were
anxious to embrace the lady Mukti or Salvation, had the nature of a Rakshasa attri-
buted to tham, which is sinful, involving, as it does, the abonimable practice of the
eating of flesh and even of men. Valmiki spoke falsely when he said that the
great-souled Vali; who was the bridegroom of the bride in the shape of perfection,
and the fetters of whose deeds were broken, was struck by Rama and killed”.

A good deal of this is written in the manner of a sectarian, butit does
appear that the stories of the Mahabharata and Ramayana are differently told by
the Jainas, and point perhaps to different authentic rescensions.

In the event, Pavanavega’s mind is turned away from the popular religion,
whereupon Manovega takes him again to Jinamati, the saint of Ujjayini, who
instructs him in the Jaina faith.

Amitagati’s spiritual genealogy is as follows :- 1. Virasena the best of the
Mathuras ( monks of Mathura), 2.Devasvamin, 3. Amitagati, 4. Nemisena,
5. Madhavasena, 6. Amitagati, the author.

O
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